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Autumn is the Group Study Exchange Season 
French and American GSE teams in Tassie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Le district 1510 fait un EGE  
avec le district 9830 

 

 
The French D1510 GSE team at the 

RC West Tamar Meeting 

 
Devant les fleurs 

The Tasmanian D9830 GSE team at a 
flower market in the Loire Valley 

 

 
The GSE team from New York City and 
Bermuda (D 7230) before embarking on 

their exchange tour to Tasmania 
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Save the Last Dance for Toosey 
 

It happened during a progressive barn dance. 
A classic boy-meets-girl moment, except this 
couple were in their 70s. Itôs now two years on 
and Fairley and Tom are still sharing the 
afterglow of that meeting in a northern 
Tasmanian community centre. The occasion 
was a monthly dance organised by the Rotary 
Club of Longford to raise funds for the 
bustling Georgian villageôs Toosey aged care 
home, which caters for 50 residents from the 
region. 
 

Match-making certainly was not in the dance 
committeeôs mind when it first met in July 
2000 to turn the concept into reality and 
develop a funding strategy. It settled on a goal 
to raise $40,000 over four years ï anything 
else would be a bonus. Well, four years later 
the dances were as popular as ever, but the 
target had proved to be too ambitious, so the 
six Longford Rotarians and their wives who 
were the backbone of the project decided 
there was only one way to go: keep dancing.  
Now, nine years and 101 dances in all - and 
$58,994.73 in revenue - the last dance has 
ended.   
 

ñIt has been a great Rotary function helping 
Toosey to expand its services and develop in 
the community,ò said head organiser, RC of 
Longford Past President Terry Connell.   

 
ñI think the secret of the dances was the 
fact that we kept things simple, regular, 
affordable and fun. For example, our 
ladies always decorated the supper 
tables with flowers and these were later 
made into posies and presented to any 
new ladies attending or those celebrating 
a birthday or wedding anniversary. They 
became a very popular part of each 
night.ò   
 

ñThere was always a raffle with a 
donated prize, a lucky door prize and 
lucky spot dance. Santa and the Easter 
Bunny always turned up. ñBut you 
needed stamina to dance through the 
night because we started at 8pm and 
went to midnight, with a supper break.  
Pretty good for some oldies!ò 
 

ñMost nights there were about 60 
couples, but on the last night there was a 
record 90 swinging to our regular muso, 
Ron Perkins. ñNot only have the dances 
been of great benefit to Toosey ï they 
brought a huge amount of fun and 
fellowship to those who were part of it.ò  
 

[Submitted by Linus Grant, Rotary Club 
of Longford] 
 

 

The One Hundredth and Penultimate Toosey Dance 
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From the DG 
 
District Conference is upon us as we go to 
print. Liz and I are very pleased to 
welcome all those who have been able to 
attend.  
 
We trust you will have an enjoyable time 
and take the opportunity to renew 
acquaintances, meet new Rotarians and 
learn about the wonderful ways we are 
addressing the conference theme 
ñChildren ï Our Future. 
 

 

 
Claíre of the D1510 GSE team learning 

the intricacies of Heads and Tails whilst 
Sébastían looks on. 

 
We are also in the midst of hosting two 
wonderful inbound GSE teams from District 
1510 (Loire Valley, France) and District 
7230 (New York City and Bermuda).  
 
Iôm also receiving wonderful reports from our 
outbound French Team Leader Gillian 
Whitehouse, who advises the vocational 
visits and the French hospitality have been 
exceptional.  

DG Ian Shuey 

The International Fellowship of Cricketing Rotarians 
 
Hear Don McQueen at District Conference exhort 
Tasmanian Rotarians to pull on the whites and start rolling 
the arm over.  What a disgrace for the state which holds 
the Ford Ranger Cup to have no members of the I.F.C.R! 
 
Contact Don McQueen at (03) 5784 9344  
Or Email Don at don@humehovell.com.au 


